
FROGS OF UNAMA’KI – community outreach re biodiversity and ecosystem 
health; pattern research 
 

• 2006 
• biodiversity awareness and ecosystem health consciousness using a  
   “difference, pattern, variation” format for information presentation 
 

 
In 2005 and with collaborative input from Mi’kmaw Elders, the Integrative Science research 
team created a Mi’kmaw calendar poster (see “Mi’kmaw Calendar” as separate entry in 
“Activities”).  In the calendar, the moon cycle of Sqoljuiku’s (“frog croaking time”) approximates 
to the month of May.  After our calendar poster was printed, we continued working with the 
Elders to create another poster specifically about the seven species of frogs and toads that 
occur in Unama’ki – Cape Breton.  Artist Basma Kavanagh painted originals for each species, 
including its adult, tadpole, and egg stages.  Graphic designer Kristy Read worked these into a 
poster format, wherein “difference, variation, and pattern” among the species assembled is 
readily apparent to the eye.  In addition to the visual for each species, textual details about the 
species’ biology and natural history are provided.  Again, we tried to present the information in 
a “difference, variation, and pattern” format that lends itself to quick and easy comparison 
among the different species.  We gratefully acknowledge the assistance of Cape Breton 
University Biology Professor Dr. David McCorquodale and Lab Instructor Sonia Teichert who 
helped us ensure the accuracy of the information provided.  In the pages that follow, a view of 
the whole poster is provided followed by enlargements from different parts of the poster for 
each of the seven species.  The image below and the text boxes on the immediate next page are 
from the bottom banner of information on the poster wherein it, as a knowledge product, is 

explained.   
 
This work was funded by a 
SSHRC research award to 
Cheryl Bartlett for a project 
entitled “Pattern recognition:  
enriching the ‘common 
ground’ of bringing Aboriginal 
and Western scientific 
knowledges together”.   

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 


	frog-poster-p1
	frog-poster(sm).pdf
	mink
	green
	pickerel
	toad
	peeper
	leopard
	wood

